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Purpose: The Commission herein 
proposes revise its Rules Practice 
order facilitate and expedite proceed- 
ings before it. 

The Commission, pursuant recom- 
mendation its Blue Ribbon Staff Panel 
1975, began evaluation its Rules 
Practice with the aim updating, 
clarifying, and improving them. Subse- 
quently, the Railroad Revitalization and 
Regulatory Reform Act 1976, Pub. 
No. Stat. 31, charged the Com- 
mission with duty review and revise 
its Rules Practice the rail area 
within one year the date enactment. 

Pursuant.to its commitment resulting 
from the Blue Ribbon Panel’s recom- 
mendation and its statutory duty, certain 
proposed revised Rules Practice have 
been compiled which are designed 
clarify and simplify our existing rules 
and make more efficient the procedures 


PROPOSED RULES 


employed proceedings before the Com- 
mission arising under the Interstate 
Commerce Act and related acts. Some 
the significant modifications proposed 
this rulemaking include the limiting 
the use interrogatories and requests 
for admissions those circumstances 
which depositions and production doc- 
uments permitted, revision 
the procedure regarding administra- 
tive appeals, and provisions for the sub- 
stitution oral argument lieu writ- 
ten briefs the conclusion hearings. 
These proposals, which upon approval 
the entire Commission will require re- 
numbering the Rules Practice, are 
being proposed the Commission’s 
Committee Rules. 

The proposed action not expected 
affect significantly the quality the 
human environment within the meaning 
the National Environmental Policy 
Act 1969. oral hearing contem- 
plated this time, but anyone wishing 
make representations favor, 
against the proposals may the 
submission written data, views, 
arguments. original and copies 
(wherever possible) such data, views 
arguments shall filed with this 
Commission before January 1977. 


Such time should sufficient for inter- 
ested persons obtain copies the pro- 
posed rules and analyze the issues. ex- 
tensions time are contemplated 
light the Commission’s statutory dead- 
line complete this task. 

Copies the proposed rules are*ap- 
pended this notice and will avail- 
able the docket and upon written re- 
quest the Secretary, Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, Washington, D.C. 
20423.. All written submissions will 
available for public inspection during 
regular business hours the offices 
the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
12th and Constitution Avenue, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

Notice the general public the 
matter herein under consideration will 
given depositing copy this 
notice the Office the Secretary 
the Commission for public inspection and 
filing copy thereof with the Direc- 
tor, Office the Federal Register. 

the Commission’s Committee 
Rules, Chairman Stafford, Vice Chair- 
man Clapp, and Commissioners Murphy 
and Corber. 


ROBERT OSWALD, 
Secretary. 
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